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horse, which he had brought off at Torrington in a
very shattered condition, retreated to Launceston,
the first town in Cornwall, and hearing that Fairfax
pursued him, came on to Bodmin. Hither he
summoned all the troops which he had left, which,
when he had got together, were a fine body indeed
of five thousand horse, but few foot but what were
at Pendennis, Barn staple, and other garrisons;
these were commanded by the lord Hopton; the
lord Goring had taken shipping for France, to get
relief, a few days before.

Here a grand council of war was called, and
several things were proposed; but, as it always is
in distress, people are most irresolute, so it was
here. Some were for breaking through by force,
our number being superior to the enemy's horse.
To fight them with their foot would be desperation,
and ridiculous; and to retreat, would but be to
coop up themselves in a narrow place, where, at
last, they must be forced to fight upon disadvantage,
or yield at mercy. Others opposed this as a des-
perate action, and without probability of success ;
and all were of different opinions. I confess, when
I saw how things were, I saw it was a lost game,
and I was for the opinion of breaking through, and
doing it now, while the country was open and large,
and not being forced to it when it must be with
more disadvantage; but nothing was resolved on.
and so we retreated before the enemy. Some small
skirmishes there happened near Bodmin, but none
that were very considerable.

It was the first of March when we quitted Bod-
min, and quartered at large at Columb, St. Denis,
and Truro, and the enemy took his quarters at
Bodmin, posting his horse at the passes from Pad-
stow on the north, to Warbridge, Lestithel, and
Foy5 spreading so from sea to sea, that now break-